
Sahansara Ganga Basin  
Rejuvenation Plan / Citizen Certification 
 
 
White Paper Report: 
 
On the initiative of the Hon'ble Prime Minister, after the dissolution of the Planning 
Commission and the establishment of NITI Aayog, the country resolved to meet the 
17 Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations as national goals by 2030, 
in which target No. 06 is very important. Honorable Prime Minister has promised the 
world that India will create an example for the world by completing it before the 
global time, which is as follows 
 
National Target No. 06-Pure Water and Sanitation 
 
"Conserving and rejuvenating mountains, forests, wetlands, rivers, water bodies and 
lakes by the year 2020" 
 

 



Think Global Act Local: 
 
In order to fulfill this great resolve taken by the country in front of the whole world, 
Center for Water Peace took a pledge to rejuvenate the ecosystem of at least one 
river for the fulfillment of its duty and for this to come out of the Shivalik hills of 
Saharanpur. The work was done by selecting the river Sahansara Ganga, as a result 
of which we have fulfilled our part of the duty in 2022, for which all the stakeholders, 
Government and society are invited for public certification and the process of 
certification by drinking Ganga water, was completed.  
 

The phrase "Think Global Act Local" was adopted by the team of Center for Water 
Peace in the year 2017 to prepare the Sahansara Ganga Basin Rejuvenation Plan and 
first of all the guiding agreements of the United Nations and the Government of 
India for the revival of the river's ecosystem. Following the guidelines of NITI Aayog 
after studying the laws, plans etc., an environmental planning team was formed 
under the chairmanship of Dr. Umar Saif, and the Sahansara Ganga Basin Planning 
Center was established near the Sahansara river origin, and India For the above work, 
the catchment area of the river was traced using the Bhuvan GIS portal made by the 
government with the help of ISRO, after that the micro-watershed areas / cities / 
villages and other stakeholders like government / non-government all of the 
catchment area were mapped. Under the guidance of District Ganga Suraksha Samiti, 
under the chairmanship of District Magistrate Saharanpur, the works were started 
on the ground and in collaboration with the first line stakeholders like Gram 
Sabhas/Nagar Panchayats/Forest Department etc., participatory planning and 
watershed theory. Following this, orientation works were started in which all the 
technical training programs were organized free of cost by the Himalayan Institute 
for Ecology Environment, Dehradun. Work was done side by side, in more than 250 
small local projects, the work was carried forward in an integrated, decentralized 
manner with the help of 50 Gram Sabha/01 Nagar Panchayat/01 Reserve 
Forest/51Eco Clubs.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The result of all this work has been that today the quantity of water has increased at 
the upper, middle and immersion place of the Sahansara river and potable water is 
available at all the places, there is a new dense forest of about 3.5 square kilometer 
which can be seen from satellite images. Biodiversity has increased due to the 
reconstruction of the wildlife habitat and the big deer have made this new forest 
their home, in the monitoring of the above works, the World Wildlife Fund / Water 
Resource Group 2030 / India Water Partnership/Jal Nigam/U.P. Pollution Control 
Board/Municipal Corporation Saharanpur Environment Laboratory was assisted and 
most of the funding was done from MNREGA/14th/15th FFC/State Finance etc. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Introduction of Sahansara Ganga River: 
 
Sahansara Ganga river originates from the water of many small springs present in 
Sahansara shell in Shivalik mountain ranges of Saharanpur district, i.e., there are 50 
revenue villages, 01 town and 1 reserve forest in the natural watershed area for the 
life stream of this river. It is about 153 square kilometers, the river is about 34 
kilometers long and after that it joins the Shakumbri river to form Sahansara-
Shakumbari Prayag, in the river it flows through an area of about 10 kilometers, and 
the tribal Vangurjar and the tribals living here live here. Wild animals like elephants, 
deer, Himalayan Thar Guldar etc. live their lives, after this the river enters the village 
of Kothari Bahalolpur and crosses the fault line of the tectonic plate, most of the 
water in this fault line goes into the ground water. And after going further 15 to 20 
km, it splits in the form of Chovo and flows as Dhamola and Pandhoi river, the river 
completes its journey and joins Shakumbri river in Nathanpur village, and forms 
confluence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Former Status of Sahansara Ganga Basin: 
 
The main catchment area of river Sahansara is the Shivalik hills of village Kothari 
Bahlolpur, before 2017, there was no official information about this river, nor was 
there any plan to make the river center in the district, at that time the main 
problems are as follows. 
1. Encroachment on the flood area of the river was increasing 
2. There was illegal mining activities in the river 
3. Jungle Days Were Decreasing 
4. Every year there used to be floods and many villages were destroyed. 
5. The amount of pollution was increasing 
6. The amount of water in the river was decreasing 
7.Rain water used to flow fast to Yamuna 
8. Ground water was rapidly depleting 
9.The amount of water in the ponds was decreasing 
10.Springs had dried up 
11.Biodiversity was declining 
12.Poaching was on the rise 
13.Ecosystems Were Devastated 
14. Employment Opportunities Were Decreasing 
15. Due to lack of water, forest Gujjars had to quickly migrate to the hills. 
16. Land erosion was increasing as can be seen from satellite images 
17. Due to lack of water, the Van Gujjars had to migrate to the hills quickly. 
18. The river basin could not be identified, no one knew about the catchment area 
and the ground water status. 
19. There was no integrated plan of revival at the state or district level. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Citizens' duty and series of efforts: 
 
A series of civic duties and efforts by the Center for Water Peace for conservation, 
management and sustainable development of Sahansara Ganga river 
For the first time by the Center for Water Peace for the conservation management 
and sustainable development of the Sahansara Ganga river, taking the initiative to 
bring together the state and society and reminding them of their duties and rights, 
the Sahansara Ganga Basin Rejuvenation Program was started in 2017 and first of all 
the following Started change by adopting strategy; 
 
 
 
1.Establishment of River Basin Center- 

 
First, the Sahansara River Basin Center was established under the chairmanship of Dr. 
Umar Saif, a scientist/member trustee of the Center for Water Peace. 
 
 
2.The beginning of adding Ganga in the name of the river- 
 
Sahansara Rao river was renamed as Sahansara Ganga because Sahansara river falls 
in Shakumbri river and then this river joins Yamuna, Yamuna ji Ganga ji is the main 
tributary, so every smallest river of Ganga basin is also Ganga. Therefore, in order to 
explain this to the general public, in all correspondence and conversations, we 
started calling Sahansara Rao as Sahansara Ganga and its effect was that the 
common man has now associated this river with his spirituality. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. Mapping of the catchment area / geological area of the river- 
 
The newly formed River Basin Center first explored the catchment area of the river 
using satellite images and remote sensing techniques and conducted ground level 
exploration trips to know its ground reality. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Identification of Government/Non-Government Stakeholders, Coordination 
Meetings- 
 
After the identification of the Sahansara Ganga catchment area and the groundwater 
area, the way was cleared for the formation of Basin Committee and on the basis of 
clear scientific evidence, 50 revenue villages, 01 Nagar Panchayat, 01 Reserve Forest 
were identified as the main executive stakeholders and National Mission Under the 
guidance of District Ganga Suraksha Samiti, Saharanpur / District Environment 
Committee, Saharanpur Chairman, District Ganga Suraksha Samiti notified by Four 
Clean Ganga, Delhi, the stakeholders were reminded about their jurisdiction and 
responsibilities and district level departments to help these local stakeholders. Along 
with this, the help of Environment Laboratory, Environment Section, Municipal 
Corporation, Saharanpur was taken for technical assistance and training, there was 
remarkable success in bringing the responsible institutions and officials of the 
watershed area in the basin on one platform for the first time in the state, and in 
fact this The soul of the campaign is the identification of the real responsible 
institutions/officers and stakeholders, without identifying the catchment area and 
the stakeholders, sustainable management of any river is impossible, apart from the 
technical support. Nominated institutions and NGOs at the central and state level 
were also included for this, IIT Delhi, World Bank member organizations / local 



scientists / etc. were also made its members. And by creating WhatsApp groups, 
information was shared and speeded up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Identification of Schemes for Finance – 
 
Sahansara Ganga River Basin Center has identified all the executive institutions and 
identified suitable central/state/local finance based schemes for them, in which the 
most suitable NRM section in the Gram Sabhas, MGNREGA scheme was suggested as 
the most suitable scheme. For bonfire campa scheme forest area, funds of 15th 
Finance Commission and 5th State Finance Commission were also identified for the 
above work, apart from identifying and connecting laboratories of Municipal 
Corporation/Jal Nigam/Pollution Control Board to check water quality, city In the 
body, the departmental finances of Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0 / Amrit Sarovar 
Abhiyan / Amrit Van Abhiyan / Minor Irrigation and Land Conservation Department / 
Irrigation Department were also utilized for the management of Sahansara Ganga 
Basin. Apart from this, free support was given by Central Institutes / State Level 
Institutions / NGOs / Local Scientists / Journalists / Citizens / Students. 
 
6. Land Liberation Campaign of Flood Area- 
 
After identifying the problems and plans, a land liberation campaign was launched to 
identify the land of the river and to free the encroached land, for this, by forming a 



team, the Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Behat, identified the river and all the ponds and 
drains connected with it, village head / village secretary. And along with the 
members of the Village Biodiversity Management Committee, it was done by the 
accountants and daily monitoring was done by the high officials, as a result of which 
there is no encroachment in the flood area of the river or the river and this land is 
again taken over by the farmer. Under the MNREGA scheme, a tree plantation 
campaign was carried out by geotag and due to being geotagged, it cannot be easily 
encroached again. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Efforts to reduce the amount of pollution- 
  
The sources of pollution in the basin were identified and it was found that the cause 
of pollution of the river is domestic untreated black and gray water, for this, more 
than 200 soak pits were constructed in all the gram sabhas and cities, community 
toilet water overflowed. In order not to reach the river, the problem was solved by 
making soak pits at the source itself, apart from this, plants like Typha, Cana, 
Nagarmotha, Pistia, etc. were planted for natural treatment of polluted water by 



diversion of drains going into the river, which led to many wetlands. It has been 
constructed where along with the treatment of polluted water, it has also helped in 
increasing the habitat of aquatic animals, apart from this, all the gram sabhas and 
municipal bodies The pledge to have zero liquid discharge has been taken by. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Spring shed management to increase the quantity of water- 
 
Recharge zones of ground water in the basin were identified and fault lines were 
detected using indigenous remote sensing application Bhuvan and spring sheds were 
identified, followed by Shakumbri forest range Shivalik upstream of the river for 
augmentation of ground water content. In the reserved forest area, almost all the 
measures suggested by the Government of India were implemented on the ground, 
besides all the water bodies of the basin, ponds / puddles / lakes were identified and 
rehabilitated to bring up the ground water level and rain water on the roofs of 
government buildings. was also sent to the ground water by making a recharge pit, 
the overall result of all these efforts has been that this year the ground water of the 
entire district has come up by 710 mm, and the river has almost twice as much water 
as before. Due to which the aquatic ecosystem is booming. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9. Monitoring System Installation- 
   
For the monitoring and management of the river Sahansara, for the compliance of 
the Biodiversity Act 2002 in all the gram sabhas and cities, village/town Biodiversity 
Management, Planning and Development Committees were formed and activated, 
besides water resources, river development and Ganga Under the notification of the 
Ministry of Conservation, dated October 07, 2016, Village and City Ganga Safety 
Committees were formed and local monitoring works were done by them, District 
Level Water Laboratory, Jal Nigam, Saharpur / Environment Laboratory Municipal 
Corporation Saharanpur / Lab U.P. Pollution. Control Board Saharanpur/Centre for 
Waterpeace-Remote Sensing Environment Laboratory, Shivalik Hills, Village Kothari 
Bahalolpur District Saharanpur/Laboratory Himalayan Institute for Ecology, 
Environment and Development, Rani Chauri, Tehri Garhwal assisted all the snow 
holders actively and free of cost, this system Works 24 hours 07 days and is 
decentralized, and its fortnightly review is being done by the Chief Development 
Officer and monthly review is being done by the District Magistrate, Saharanpur. 
 
Accomplishment by determination: 
 
Considering the mantra "Sankalp se Siddhi" given by the Honorable Prime Minister 
to the nation, the works were done by the Center for Water Peace Trust, Sahansara 
Ganga River Basin Center Unit and the works were done according to the spirit of the 
Constitution, the existing laws and NITI Aayog. Following the guidelines of 100 
percent, by formulating strategy and planning, the work was completed by the Raj 
and the society according to the multi-stakeholder platform theory and watershed 
theory, which has yielded very pleasant results. 
 
1. Re-eruption of chovas/springs- 
 
The river Sahansara has almost doubled in the whole year, which was only 10 MLD 
earlier, now it is about 20 MLD, and is present throughout the year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. Tree cover has increased- 
 
The plantation done in the Sahansara river can be seen through satellite images, 
there is more picture evidence than words. 
 

 
 
 
 
3. Amount of pollution almost zero- 
 
The result of the above effort is that now the water in the upper, middle and lower 
part of the river is fit for drinking, which has been reported by the District Level 
Water Laboratory, Jal Nigam and Pollution Control Department. 



 
 
 
 
 
4. Biodiversity has increased in the flood zone- 
 
Due to the success of Amrit Van and annual afforestation program, biodiversity has 
increased here and flood areas have become encroachment free and full of life. 



Certification by citizens 
 
In order to make the rejuvenation program of the Sahansara Ganga river reliable and 
exemplary, a public certification program was organized by the Center for Water 
peace for an independent investigation of the government report, in which the 
eminent environmentalists / institutes / scientists of the country participated, and 
the upper, middle and lower reaches of the river.  
 
 

  

  
 
 
 
 
Went to the part and took refreshments and saw fish and other terrestrial and 
aquatic animals and flora and found it true that Sahansara is an exemplary success 
story of the use of river Ganges, watershed theory and basin approach, the mass 
certification program is unique in itself and in India This is the first successful 
experiment of its kind in which all the stakeholders of State and society took part 
and the journey to take Sankalp to Siddhi was completed. 



  

  
 
 
In this program these dignitaries took part: 
 
Sh. Pinaki DasGupta, Assocham, New delhi  
Dr. Kalpana, Regional Environment Studies Center, Ministry of Urban Development, 
Government of India,  
Sh. Chandra Prakash Chauhan, Coordinator of Ganga Vichar Manch, NMCG  
Smt. Meenakshi Singh, Editor of India Water Portal and International Water Keeper  
Mr. Kesar Singh Yamuna Water Keeper  
Dr. Yasmin Director of Green India Corporation 
Dr. Mohd. Ilyas, Earth Scientist, Himalayan Institute for Ecology Environment, 
CA Sanjay Gupta, Coordinator of Alliance for Rivers  
Adv. Kaustubh Bhardwaj Advocate at NGT,  
Lavleen Singh A Young Environmentalist,  
Sarah Hanif Biodiversity Researchers  
 

  



Adv. Vipin Gupta Adhivakta Parishad, Saharanpur  
Sh. Sunil Gupta Kalsiya goushala, Behat 
Adv. Praveen Kumar Amar Bharati Sahitya sanstha, Ghaziabad 
Mustkeem mallah  Award winner environmental activist, Shamli 
 
These people participated thoroughly and even taste the water throughout river 
course and certified the stake of the white paper with in. 
 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CWP feel Proud to say that Jalshakti Minister Sh. Swatantra Dev Singh, State Govt. of 
Uttar Pradesh praised the efforts and manifest concerns over thru a massage letter.  
 
 
 
 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
new horizons 
 
For the revival of river Sahansara, time bound works were completed by making 
strategies according to the Charters of the United Nations, Constitution and Law of 
India/Govt of India/State Government and local bodies plans and local ecosystem, 
conservation of this river as a part of Ganga river. Work has been done as a 
catchment area and the Center for Water Peace Trust has resolved to repeat it in 
other 23 rivers of Sahanpur by the year 2023, along with it for the government / 
non-government organizations and officials related to the revival of all the rivers of 
the state. By running a training campaign, Mother Ganga wants to restructure the 



ecosystem according to world-class norms before 2024, for this request the state 
and central government to kindly help in the revival schemes related to Ganga. 
 
   
 
Sanjay Kashyap CMD  
Center for WATER PEACE 
9811105024/ Centerforwaterpeace@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANKS TO MEDIA SUPPORT 
 
 

mailto:Centerforwaterpeace@gmail.com


  

  
  

 


